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Raisin Industry News and the work of the California Raisin Marketing 
Board, by Gary Schulz, President and General Manager 

 

 

Raisin Industry Statistics 

For Industry Statistics, such as Deliveries to Handlers, Shipments, etc. 
please go to the RAC website: www.raisins.org 

 

Trial to Finalize 
 
Judge Raymond Cadei in Sacramento County Superior Court began 
hearing the cases on April 2 brought against the CDFA/CRMB by 
plaintiffs Lion Bros., etc., and Boghosian Raisin Packing Company, Inc. et 
al; and defendant and cross-complainant Raisin Valley Farms, LLC.  

The trial should conclude this week, October 1 or 2. 

 

Fresno Area Weather Forecast may be found at: 
http://www.weather.com/weather/tenday/93710 

http://www.raisins.org/�
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California Raisin Blogger Ambassadors 

The California Raisin Blogger Ambassador program is a year-long 
partnership with nine influential food bloggers to promote nutritious, 
delicious California Raisins. The program has three key milestones that 
serve as touch points throughout the program: 

 September 23 – 25, 2012: California Raisin Harvest Tour in Fresno, 
California  

 November 1 – December 31, 2012: Simply Real, Simply Delicious 
with California Raisins recipe contest (in partnership with Relish 
Magazine) 

 March 21 – 23, 2013: BlissDom Blogging Conference in Dallas, TX  
 

The recently completed tour included: 

• Field tours at Circle K Ranch and Steve Kister Farms 

• Plant tour at National Packing Co. 

• Dinner in the Vines at the home of CRMB chairman Dennis Wilt 

• Health and Nutrition presentation by Dr. James Painter 

 

• Alysa Bajenaru (Arizona) 

California Raisin Blogger Ambassadors  

Inspired RD - www.InspiredRD.com 

 

• Brandi Evans (Virginia) 

http://www.inspiredrd.com/�


Bran Appetit - www.BranAppetit.com  

 

• Carolyn Ketchum (Boston) 

All Day I Dream About Food - www.AllDayIDreamAboutFood.com 

 

• Ericka Sanchez (Los Angeles, CA) 

Nibbles & Feasts - www.NibblesAndFeasts.com 

 

• Janelle Maiocco (Seattle, Washington) 

Talk of Tomatoes - www.TalkofTomatoes.com 

 

• Laura Fuentes (Madisonville, Louisiana) 

Super Glue Mom - www.SuperGlueMom.com  

MOMables - http://www.momables.com 

 

• Meredith Steele (Dallas, Texas) 

In Sock Monkey Slippers - http://www.insockmonkeyslippers.com/ 

 

• Paula Jones (Youngsville, North Carolina) 

Bell’alimento - www.Bellalimento.com3 
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• Susan Whetzel (Virginia) 

Doughmesstic - www.Doughmesstic.com 

For an example of some of the work of one of our Blogger 
Ambassadors, click here: 

http://alldayidreamaboutfood.com/2012/09/raisin-in-the-sun-a-trip-to-
california-raisin-country.html 

 

Fresno County Raisin Grower Brings in Vintage Crop 

From The Grape Line, September 27 

This has been about as close to a glitch-free season as it gets for 

California raisin grape growers. The only hitch has been higher wages 

they had to pay in a short labor supply market. 

The harvest progressed smoothly this year, in marked contrast to last 

season, when cool, wet spring weather and September rains made for a 

challenging year. 

Fresno County grower/packer Gerald Chooljian, whose family began 

growing raisin grapes more than 80 years ago, didn’t get all his raisins 

off the ground until late October last year. This year, he had raisins 

boxed by mid-September. 

http://www.doughmesstic.com/�
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He makes raisins in Dovine, Selma Pete and Thompson seedless 

vineyards near Del Rey, Calif. Chooljian is also president of Del Rey 

Packing Co. 

Harvest began on Aug. 15 when he put his Dovine grapes on the 

ground. Five days later he cut the canes for his dried-on-the-vine Selma 

Pete. Shortly after that he hand-harvested the crown fruit from these 

vines and laid them on trays to dry. 

By Sept. 13 the last of his Thompson seedless were on the ground 

drying. By then some had already been rolled, and the first to finish 

drying had been boxed. 

“We had a very good growing season, with no disease or insect 

concerns,” Chooljian says. “The weather during harvest has been 

excellent. It’s nice to have an easier-drying year.” 

What pleases him most about his crop this year, though, is the quality. 

He starts harvesting his grapes in the 20 to 22 Brix. By the time the last 

Thompson Seedless vine was picked this year, sugar levels were reading 

23 to 24 Brix, he reports. 

“The grapes were extremely green when we picked them, and the 

raisins are beautiful,” Chooljian say. “If raisins were rated like wines, 

this would be a vintage year for the crop.” 

He expects to have picked up all his raisins this year by the first week of 

next week. By then, he says, he’ll have a better measure of yields. 



However, he expects production this year to be slightly less than in 

2011. 

“In some blocks, production is lower, and in others it’s the same or a 

little higher than last year,” Chooljian says. 

Based on reports earlier in the season of a shortage of labor to pick tree 

fruit in the San Joaquin Valley, he was expecting fewer workers to pick 

this year’s raisin grape crop. However, an early start of harvest helped 

alleviate what could have been a bigger problem, he says. 

“We are fortunate that we had an earlier season,” Chooljian says. “The 

labor situation was a little difficult when we started picking the grapes. 

But as some growers completed their harvest, more crews became 

available. And, they were able to finish before the Sept. 20 insurance 

deadline.” 

Glassy-winged Sharpshooter, Grape Industry Pest, Found in Lemoore  

By Robert Rodriguez - The Fresno Bee, Sept. 21, 2012  

A glassy-winged sharpshooter, one of the grape industry's most feared 
pests, has been found in Kings County. 

The single insect was recently caught in a trap at a home in the 
northeast Lemoore area. This week, a state lab confirmed it was a 
glassy-winged sharpshooter -- a bug capable of carrying the vine-killing 
Pierce's disease. 

"This could be a high concern for us, if it turns out more than an 
isolated find," said Steve Schweizer, Kings County Deputy Agricultural 
Commissioner.  



It's only the second sharpshooter found in the county since 2002. 

County agriculture officials suspect that the bug hitchhiked its way into 
the county on a shipment of nursery plants. 

Jimmy Hook, another deputy agricultural commissioner, said that 
county officials have set more traps in the area where the bug was 
found. So far, no other sharpshooters have been found. But county 
officials are not resting easy. 

"Generally speaking, if there was an infestation, we would have found 
more sharpshooters," Hook said. 

On Monday, county workers will canvass a quarter-mile-square area 
around the find site, near Hanford Armona Road and 17th Avenue. 
Hook said people who live in the area are asked to cooperate with 
officials doing the survey. 

If more sharpshooters are found, other steps, including additional 
trapping or pesticide spraying, will be done. 

Although Kings County is not known as a grape-producing area, the 
county does not want the pest to become established. Kings County 
grew grapes on 6,259 acres in 2011 for a crop valued at $44 million. 

By comparison, Fresno County grew grapes on nearly 190,000 acres in 
2010, the most recent report available. (The county's 2011 report is due 
out Tuesday.) Its 2010 crop was valued at $820 million. 

To Fresno County officials, the glassy-winged sharpshooter has been a 
concern for several years. The county routinely traps and sprays to 
keep the pest from spreading from the urban areas to commercial 
vineyards. 



From July 23 through August 19, 548 properties were treated. There 
are approximately 186 traps in nurseries, and 890 in urban/residential 
sites. 

Scientists have found Pierce's disease in Fresno County over the years, 
but it has remained isolated to a few areas, thanks to an aggressive 
eradication program, county officials said. 

 

 

Raisin Theft Advisory 

For the last two years our County, your ranches and farms 
experienced a high number of rolled raisin thefts.  The majority of the 
thefts occurred in the area near Biola and the area West of Selma.  In 
the past years we have received reports of both bin and rolled raisin 
thefts.  Last season the thefts consisted primarily of rolled raisins taken 
from the fields, usually during the evening and night time hours.      

Some prevention tips we can offer would be to place rolled raisin trays 
deeper in the vineyard so as to limit visibility from the roadway.  Placing 
the rolled trays deeper in the vineyard might cause the thieves to 
believe the trays have already been picked up.  Remove raisins and or 
bins from fields or unsecured locations as soon as practical.  Secure 
tractors, trailers and most importantly forklifts, so the criminals are not 
able to use your own equipment to perpetrate the theft. 

 Report any theft and or sighting of suspicious vehicles/persons with 
descriptions as soon as possible to Fresno Sheriff’s Department 559-
488-3111.  

 



Additionally an AG Detective may be available Monday through Friday 
at our Selma office 559-898-0667, or by email at 
agcrimes@fresnosheriff.org.  If no answer, please call Sheriff’s Dispatch 
at 488-3111.  Of course for in-progress crimes or any emergency, please 
dial 911. 

Sergeant Michael Chapman, Fresno County Sheriff’s Department, AG 
Task Force, 559-898-0667 (Office) 559-351-7769 (Cell) 
 

The Big Fresno Fair, October 3-14 

The Baked with Raisins and Raisin Pie Recipe Contest categories of the 
Big Fresno Fair are once again sponsored by the CRMB. The Grand Prize 
is a KitchenAid mixer and a $200 gift certificate. Prizes will also be 
awarded to  1st and 2nd

 

 places. The California Raisins exhibit, samples 
and demonstrations may be found in the Home Arts Building. 

Taste of California Trade Show and Conference 

November 5-7, Oakland, CA 

Join the California Centers for International Trade Development

• Meet one-on-one with key buyers 

 for 
the exciting Taste of California Trade Show & Conference!  

• Increase product/brand visibility 
• Launch new products 
• Gather information about buyer needs and preferences 
• Extend your reach into new markets around the world 
• Network with industry professionals 



For more information, go to http://www.tasteofcalifornia.org/home 

 

 

UPCOMING INDUSTRY EVENTS 

Taste of California Trade Show and Conference 

November 5-7, Oakland, CA 

For more information, go to http://www.tasteofcalifornia.org/home 

 

2012 Grape, Raisin and Nut Expo 

Wednesday, November 7, Big Fresno Fairgrounds, sponsored by 
American Vineyard Magazine. For more information, go to 
www.americanvineyardmagazine.com/cvgrexpo.html 

 

31st

Wednesday, November 7, Radisson Hotel Conference Center. 
Sponsored by the Center for Agricultural Business, CSU-Fresno 

 Annual Agribusiness Management Conference 

 

Baker, Peterson & Franklin/Fresno Chamber Ag Awards Luncheon 

Wednesday, November 14, Tornino’s 
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Fresno Food Expo 

Thursday, March 14, 2013, Fresno Convention Center. For more 
information, go to http://www.fresnofoodexpo.com 

 

International Nut and Dried Fruit Conference (INC) 

May 21-23, 2013, Barcelona, Spain 

For information, go to www.nutfruit.org 

 

 

Have a Great Week! 
 
Gary Schulz, President and General Manager 

California Raisin Marketing Board   www.loveyourraisins.com 

559-248-0287 

gary@raisins.org 
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